
Commentary for the Readings for December 9, 2018  

The Second Sunday of Advent  

All the readings for the Second Sunday of Advent have a hint of the past, and at the same time 

they are looking to the future. Advent is a time when we should also be looking over our past and 

be preparing for the future— the future of the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas. This should 

be a time of great joy in anticipation of this special event; but at the same time we should be 

considering how well prepared are we in a spiritual way. What will be our spiritual gift to the 

Christ Child at Christmas?  

In the First Reading, from the Book of Baruch (5:1-9), the writer, a companion of the Prophet 

Jeremiah during the Babylonian Exile, is exhorting the Jewish people to not be so gloomy; to get 

up and be joyful for their exile is about to come to an end. In doing so, he is preparing his people 

for the coming of something great—the coming of God's personal emissary to govern His people. 

Could the last line be a faint reference to the wise men being guided by the star: "For God is 

leading Israel in joy by the light of His glory"?  

The Responsorial Psalm is (126:1-6). This is a song of the Jewish people as they reflect upon 

their ancestors, the exiles returning from fifty years of captivity. They recall how they were driven 

out of Israel by their captors in tears; but upon returning, their joy knew no bounds and they give 

praise to God for their good fortune.  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians (1:4-6, 8-11). Paul is addressing 

the Philippians, who were Greek converts to Christianity and took to Christianity whole heartedly. 

Paul is urging them to continue on with how they started, even to the end. This last phrase is a 

veiled reference to the second coming of Christ, which at that time was thought to be soon. Today, 

we can take that as Paul's encouraging us to be prepared for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Luke (3:1-6). Much like the First Reading, 

Luke's Gospel begins with marking a specific historical time period; but its main point is the 

preaching and message of John the Baptist which is a quotation from the Prophet Isaiah about 

clearing a path for the king.  

 

At the time of Isaiah, when a king would go out to visit his subjects, he would send slaves and 

servants ahead to make sure the roads were cleared of any obstacle that might prevent his safe 

and comfortable passage. John the Baptist uses this command to his people and to us to do the 

same in a spiritual sense; that is, to clear any obstacle or sin from our spiritual life so that the 

King of kings can come into our hearts and homes at Christmas and always. "Are you preparing 

your spiritual life, your heart and soul, to receive the King of kings?" Something to think about 

during your Prayer Time this week.       MFB 

 


