
Commentary on the Readings for January 20, 2019  
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Last Sunday the Readings gave us some idea of how God revealed Himself through His son, Jesus, 

beginning with His birth and continuing on through the Church. Today, Readings continue this 

idea of revealing and also the theme of marriage as a symbol of God's relationship with His 

Church. Let us see how these two themes come together.  

The First Reading is from the Prophet Isaiah (62:1-5) where we hear the Prophet calling on his 

people to rise up from their depression and be joyful. For many years after the Babylonian Exile 

ended, the Jewish people were without direction or motivation. The Prophet is trying to get them 

to see that only in their relationship with God can they be happy. He then goes on to encourage 

them to look to the future when God will make their land and people His “delight” and “espoused.” 

This eventually came to be through Jesus Christ and His Church which was made available, first 

to the Jews who rejected it, then to the Gentiles who accepted it wholeheartedly.  

In the Responsorial Psalm (96:1-10), the psalmist picks up the same theme of praising God for 

His many blessings and graces. In doing so he reveals the greatness of God and mankind's need to 

worship Him and be close to Him in all we do.  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians (12:4-11). In this passage, 

Paul is pointing out to his followers how the Holy Spirit has given various talents (gifts) to 

mankind, each according to his abilities and role in God's Plan of Salvation. This is another way 

in which God has revealed Himself and has immersed Himself in His Church to build it up. We 

are that Church today, and each of us has been given a gift or talent that can be of use for the 

benefit of our neighbor. We should not be like the Jews in the first reading (so full of depression 

or lethargy or disinterest) that we do nothing to help ourselves or others.  

In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of John (2:1-11), we have the beautiful story of the 

"Marriage Feast at Cana." Within this story there are many symbols that reveal the greatness of 

God and His desire to share Himself with mankind. The presence of Jesus at this marriage and His 

involvement to make it a success is the Church's reasons for raising marriage to the level of a 

Sacrament. The abundance of wine, which is a spiritual symbol of life, is a foreshadowing of God's 

abundant love that transcends all of our transgressions or shortcomings. Also, Mary's intercession 

on behalf of the bride and groom gives us the courage to ask her intercession on our behalf as well. 

Lastly, the presence of the God-Man at this marriage is symbolic of God's relationship with the 

Church. Christ is the bridegroom and we, the Church, are His bride. 
 

Throughout the bible, Marriage and the Wedding Banquet are used as symbols of heaven and 

eternal life because marriage is supposed to be a commitment of giving one’s self to the beloved 

for the spiritual enrichment of both. God "gave His only Son so that we might have eternal life." 

Our “life” is God's gift to us. What we do with it is our gift to God. So, as we begin another year 

and make all kinds of resolutions, think about what you plan to give to God in this New Year. 
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