
Commentary on the Readings for Sunday, June 10, 2018 

The 10th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

As you look over the readings for today, you might see that there are many “key” words here, but 

no signs of a theme or pattern of thought. That might be because our weaknesses are not always 

visible to us, or we might be suppressing them because we don’t want to see them. However, 

there is a theme here, but to see it you might have to step back a little and give some time for 

these key words to sink in: “what is right; guidance; hidden; awareness; light; enmity; and 

finally, trust in the Lord.” 

 

The First Reading is from the Book of Genesis (3:9-15) where God the Father is confronting 

Adam and Eve on their disobeying His direct command not to eat of the tree of knowledge. Their 

evasive answer shows their weakness of not taking responsibility for their actions. God 

condemns the serpent because He knows the serpent will never repent. He chastises and punishes 

Adam and Eve, but He also holds out to them a forgiving hand and a promise of redemption. 

 

The Responsorial Psalm is (130:12-18). It tells us that “with the Lord there is mercy and 

forgiveness” if we are willing to open up to Him and ask for it. The Lord is always willing to 

extend to us a forgiving hand, but He wants us to face our weaknesses with determination to 

avoid them; or better, correct them in the near future. 

 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians (4:13-5:1). This 

passage is a summary of the same subject in Paul’s format, wherein he reflects on his own past 

life and its change through the “grace bestowed in abundance.” He is encouraging the 

Corinthians to keep in mind the promise of heaven for those who hold out until their end. We 

should be encouraged by this also, for the same promise has been given to us through Baptism 

and the faith we profess. 

 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Mark (3:20-35). This can be a confusing, or even 

baffling passage if we don’t put it together with the thoughts expressed above. Obviously, Satan 

(the devil) works behind the scenes to get mankind to sin through our weaknesses. But, if we are 

aware of our weaknesses and ask for God’s help against them with sincerity and a firm purpose 

of amendment, we can be assured that He will give us that help. And then (if we have God on 

our side), who can harm us? 

 

So you see, the readings for today do make sense and have a theme – that of forgiveness through 

Jesus Christ, if we are sincere with Him and ourselves. Something to think about during your 

prayer time this week!          MFB 

 


