
Commentary on the Readings for May 16, 2018 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Because we are nearing the end of the Easter Season, the Readings for today explore the mystery 

of Jesus, the Risen Lord and God of all. The summation of all that Jesus is, His ministry and 

mission are given to us today in one word — LOVE. Now, everything has a beginning or source 

except God Himself. Therefore, God is the source of all that is good, all that is created and all 

that is holy. From this, John tells us that "God is love itself." It was for this reason that He 

created mankind so that He could share His love and His entire being with us.  

 

The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (10:25- 48). In this story, we hear how Peter 

had to learn that God's love for His chosen people has now moved beyond the Jewish people to 

all who believe in Jesus and are baptized in His name. One of the aspects of “love” is that it 

cannot be contained or limited; it must be shared and, as it is shared, it expands beyond its 

original limits.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm is (98:1-4). This is a prayer of praise; giving glory to God for all that 

he has done, primarily in defense of His people. Today, we look upon this Psalm as a victory 

prayer. God has given to mankind the greatest of all gifts, the greatest expression of love — that 

of Salvation, Redemption and Eternal life, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Second Reading is from the First letter of John (1 John 4:7- 10). While we are reading or 

hearing this beautiful passage from John the Evangelist, we must keep in mind that "love" is 

more than a romantic feeling; and it extends beyond our natural emotions. "Love" is a decision 

that we must consciously make to respect, forgive, help, feed and/or nourish our family, friends 

and neighbors. Because, when we do these things, we do them to or for Jesus Christ Himself. 

This is how love is shared among believers. To "like or dislike" something is only an emotion. 

Love is a decision!  

 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of John (15:9- 17) and is a continuation of last week’s 

gospel wherein Jesus compares Himself to a living vine and insists that we must "live in" or be 

attached to Him or we shall die, spiritually speaking. Next Sunday’s Gospel expands upon that 

theme of remaining in Him so that He can nourish us with His love, which comes from the 

Father. He then goes on to say that it is not our love that generates this love from the Father; 

rather, it is God who loves us first and by sharing this love, we in turn, love not only God, but 

our neighbor.  

 

Love, something that sounds so simple, is in reality a very complex force because it is from and 

of God. It is God sharing Himself through us, and it is something that should be pondered in 

prayer, explored in meditation and protected in sharing. To do otherwise would be to cut oneself 

off from the living vine of God Himself. Something to think about during your prayer time this 

week!             MFB 

 


