
Commentary on the Readings for Sunday, June 24, 2018 

The Nativity of John the Baptist 
 

This Sunday the Church celebrates the Feast of the Nativity (Birth) of St. John the Baptist. I am 

sure that many you might wonder, “Why would the Church make such a big deal out to this 

event?” The Church looks upon St. John the Baptist as one of the greatest examples of witness in 

all of the bible for the early Church and asks us to look upon this great saint as an inspiration to 

do the same. Have you ever thought of being a witness? I don’t mean a witness as in a trial, but 

rather as someone who points to another for doing something of great benefit. Throughout the 

four Gospels, there are several passages wherein John the Baptist refers to Jesus as the “Lamb of 

God” or “He is to come.” 

 

Because there are different readings for the Saturday Vigil and the Sunday Masses, we shall 

discuss the life and purpose of this somewhat mysterious saint instead of commenting on the 

various scripture passages for this feast. The scriptures are familiar to most people, but the 

person and his role in God’s Plan of Salvation are not as familiar, or understood, as they should 

be. 

 

John the Baptist was born to Elizabeth and Zechariah, distant relatives for Mary’s family. This is 

important because it confirms the family background as being from the Tribe of Jacob and the 

house of King David. The circumstances surrounding the birth of John are interesting because 

the hand of God was definitely there. Elizabeth and Zechariah were of advanced age, and yet 

were childless although they had prayed for children from the beginning of their marriage. God 

heard their prayers, but waited for the right time to grant their prayer request. He even 

commanded that the infant’s name be “John” and not some other family name. There are several 

examples of older women in the bible having children late in life, and in each case the child was 

dedicated to serve God in some special way. John was no exception. There are also several 

stories in the bible where the name of some individual is changed or dictated before birth, which 

is also an indication of a special role in God’s Plan. John was one of the first in the New 

Testament. 

 

We have no knowledge of any relationship between John and Jesus during their early life despite 

being approximately six months apart in age and family relationship, although distant. However, 

when Jesus begins His ministry, John has been preaching for some time about the “kingdom of 

God” and baptizing with water as a sign of repentance. Such pious acts were not new to Judaism. 

They had been practiced as personal acts of repentance for many years. However, when Jesus 

comes to be baptized by John, it is a different matter and John is confused as to why Jesus would 

want to participate in a repentant sinner’s ritual. Although this was unnecessary for Jesus, it was 

part of God’s Plan to bring this act into the Church as the initial act of entry into the Church. 

Baptism became the gateway to the Kingdom of God. 

 

John the Baptist developed a fairly large group of followers who hung on his every word. But 

when Jesus came upon the scene, John began directing his followers to Jesus, saying “He must 



increase and I must decrease.” This was a great sign of humility by John, who recognized that 

his role in God’s Plan was beginning to fade. He had fulfilled his mission and now all attention 

should be focused on Jesus, the God-Man. 

 

Soon after, John was imprisoned by Herod, who was fascinated by John but, at the same time, 

feared him because of his strong following with the people. Meanwhile, John, realizing that his 

time was near the end, sends a couple of his followers to ask Jesus, “Are you ‘He who is to 

come’ or should we look to another?” Jesus’ reply, although strange in sound, is more direct 

than it appears. He refers to all the miracles and preaching that He has accomplished and sends 

the messengers back to John with this sign of hope. Jesus then asks His disciples what they think 

of John. Their response ranges all over the place, but ends with the word “prophet.” Jesus 

approves but adds, “Yes, but more than a prophet. No man, born of woman, is greater than 

John.” Then He adds, “and yet, the least born into the Kingdom of God is greater than John.” 

(Matthew 11:2-11) Wow! That opens the door for you and me because we have been given the 

opportunity to enter the Kingdom of God. When we sincerely accept Jesus Christ as Lord, God 

and Savior, we are then standing (spiritually speaking) on the threshold of the Kingdom. 

 

John the Baptist did not have that opportunity. He died before Jesus was crucified, but no doubt 

was brought into heaven on the merits of his fulfillment of his role in God’s Plan of Salvation. 

 

So does that tell you why the Church makes this Feast Day a “big deal?” John the Baptist is like 

a beacon telling us to point the way to Christ and to live according to his teachings. John was 

truly a prophet and more, as Jesus said, but we have an equal opportunity when we fulfill our 

role in God’s Plan. Something to think about during you prayer time this week!    MFB 

 


