
Commentary on the Readings for July 1, 2018 
The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
In the First Reading, from the Book of Wisdom (1:13-15, 2:23-24), we have one of the most 

profound statements in the entire Bible. It is a restatement and an affirmation of the creation 

story from the Book of Genesis, and it tells us a great deal about God's original plan and His 

relationship with mankind. "God made Man in His own image and likeness, to be imperishable. 

He made all things “good” and He “did not make death." So, if God made all things "good," 

where did disease and death come from? The last verse of this passage gives us the answer: SIN. 

Mankind was made to live and walk with, to talk to and even eat with God without barriers; just 

like Adam and Eve did before they sinned. Once sin came into the world, these privileges were 

taken away; that is, until Jesus came. Jesus showed mankind how we might be renewed in spirit 

so that we can again approach the Father. The theme then, of this and the following readings, is 

to thank God and praise Him for giving us the means to avoid sin and spiritual death; and, 

further, to ask God's help in all of our activities.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm is 30:2, 4-6, 11-13). This is a prayer of someone who experienced the 

saving help of God; and now he praises and thanks God for "drawing me clear" of danger and 

possible death.” “Going down into the pit" was an ancient Jewish way of expressing death and 

damnation.  

 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians (8:7-15). In this 

passage, Paul is referring to a collection that was to be taken up among the Corinthians for the 

benefit of the Jerusalem Church, which was being persecuted by the Jews. The people there were 

in desperate need of funds to purchase food. He is using the analogy of Jesus Christ who gave up 

all earthly possessions and life for the benefit of all mankind. Thus, he is reminding the 

Corinthians that when they have been so blessed as they were, they must show their appreciation 

to God by blessing others in need. We must do the same especially when we have received 

greatly from God or from anyone; we must give Glory to God, for His love is without end.  

 

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Mark (5:21-43). This is a double story of 

God's mercy and compassion being poured out on two individuals, one a poor woman who had 

nothing to lose and everything to gain by approaching Jesus. The other was a well-to-do 

synagogue official. They came to Jesus in faith and trust; and He answered their prayers beyond 

their greatest expectations, restoring the woman to perfect health and giving the then dead girl 

back to her father, alive and well.  

 

The point of all of this is that God in Jesus Christ does not measure us by our financial or social 

status. He is only interested in loving us and fulfilling our needs as we bring them to Him in faith 

and trust. Even wealthy people have problems or situations that cannot be resolved by their 

wealth; and those less fortunate sometimes have nowhere else to go but to God; and yet many 

fail to do so. How sad! I have heard people say, "Oh, I didn't want to bother Jesus with such a 

small matter." Now, think about how you would feel if one of your loved ones said that about 

you when they were really in need. Something to think about during your prayer time this week! 

MFB 


