
Commentary on the Readings for July 8, 2018 
The 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
All the Readings today speak of the Prophets and their mission. So, to better understand these 

readings, we need to understand the role of the prophets in God's Plan of Salvation. The literary 

prophets (those that left us written accounts of their works) appeared on the scene of Jewish 

history during the time of the Jewish Monarchy (approximately 10th Century to the 5th Century 

BC). They were sent by God to the Jewish people to make them aware of their disobedience and 

infidelity. Thus, they spoke for God; and to ignore them would be to ignore God. The prophets 

were not “fortune tellers” or intentional prophesiers. Some of their messages or preaching did 

contain threats, warnings, cajoling and even promises of great things or disasters to come if the 

people did not turn from their evil ways and return to God; but most of their messages were 

about God's great love for His people. However, the Jewish leaders' hearts were so stubborn that 

they ended up killing most of the prophets. Essentially, we might say that the prophets were 

representing God in trying to balance the evil of the day.  

 

The First Reading is from the Prophet Ezekiel (2:2- 5). Ezekiel's message was to the Jewish 

exiles already in Babylon, as punishment for their disobedience and infidelity. As yet, they had 

not fully understood why they were there. God sent His servant (prophet) Ezekiel to his people in 

Babylon to persuade them to repent and to let them know that God was still ready and waiting 

for them to do so, so that He could console them and return them to Israel.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm is (123:1- 4). Years later, the Jews in Babylon finally did get the 

message and repented — at least to a point. This Psalm was one that they might have offered to 

God for His mercy in accepting them back into His good graces.  

 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians (12:7--10). In the early days of 

the Christian Church, St. Paul might have been considered a Prophet. Surely, he spoke for God, 

and he left us with an abundance of writings that became the basis for Christian theology. But 

along with the privilege of being a messenger of God came hardships and even death. Paul 

experienced all of these and then some, but he was one of our greatest saints.  

 

The Gospel Reading is taken from Mark (6:1-6). This story is about Jesus and His fame in the 

surrounding areas. He was recognized as a prophet by most people because He spoke for God 

and performed miracles. However, in His own home town He was not so easily accepted. The 

townspeople were too familiar with Him. They remembered Him as one of their own. Therefore, 

He could not work many miracles there because of their lack of faith. He also ended up in the 

same way as the prophets of old because the temple rulers did not like what He had to say.  

 

You might ask then, "Who are, or where are the Prophets of today?" Ever since Jesus' time, the 

Church has been the voice of God among its people. The Church speaks for God and interprets 

God's message for His people. Such proclamations come only after much prayer and soul 

searching to be certain that such is the will of God. Therefore, it is important that we spend time 

trying to better understand the teachings of the Church. To ignore the Church is to ignore Christ 

Himself. Something to think about during your prayer time this week!    MFB 


