
Commentary on the Readings for Sunday, September 30, 2018 
The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The past few Sunday readings speak of self-denial and humility in both speech and actions. This 

week, the readings continue along the same thought when Moses tells his followers, “Would that 

all the people of the Lord were prophets … so that the Lord might bestow His Spirit on them 

all.” What Moses is saying is: he would hope that all of the People of God would speak and act 

in a manner that would give glory and honor to God. Then God would shower them with 

blessings. Today, we are the “People of God” – the Church. 

The First Reading is from the Book of Numbers (11:25-29). In this story, Moses is asking God 

for help in governing the vast number of Israelites (Jews). God tells Moses to select seventy-two 

men to help govern the large number of people who had come out from Egypt. Two of those 

selected were not present when the commissioning took place, but they were blessed likewise. 

This caused some confusion. Moses then makes his famous remark, “Would that all of the 

people would speak for God.” We need not be commissioned or selected to speak in a godly 

way, we should be doing it as part of the natural Christian lifestyle. 

The Responsorial Psalm is (19:8-14). This is the prayer of a virtuous person who recognizes the 

importance of proclaiming the goodness of God and the joy that comes from doing so. The last 

line sums up his motive of being careful of both his actions and his speech: “Then shall I be 

blameless and innocent of serious sin.” In other words, if we are careful about our speech and 

actions, we need not worry about sin. 

The Second Reading is from the Letter of St. James (5:1-6). This passage completes our rather 

long series of readings from St. James, which has been about the ideal Christian Life. Here 

James is repeating, in different words, what Jesus has said about gaining the whole world and 

then losing your soul because of it. Worldly gain can easily lead to spiritual loss. 

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Mark (9:38-48). Are you uncomfortable or 

offended when you hear a person from one Christian denomination criticize or berate a person 

from another denomination because of his or her beliefs? Jesus tells us, in this section Mark’s 

gospel, “Whoever is not against us is for us.” He then goes on to cite several actions that must 

be avoided, even to the extreme of harming the body, to avoid offending a brother or sister. He is 

not recommending such extreme actions, they are used here only to make a point about the 

degree of effort that must be made to avoid offending. 

As Catholic Christians, we have an obligation to be careful not to offend anyone. Of course, 

human nature is what it is when it comes to emotions and convictions. Nevertheless, we should 

be aware that when people know we are Catholics, they expect us to act and speak as such, and 

we should be proud to represent Christ who is in all of us. So, during our prayer time this week, 

let us consider whether or not our actions and speech measure up to what God might expect of all 

of us.              MFB 


