
St. Clare Social Concerns Ministry 

Meeting Notes for November 2019 
 
.  Opening prayer - Bill  
 

. Guest Speaker - Nathan Cox of Gathering Inn, Roseville.   1 (916)791- 9355 

 

A Placer County nomadic shelter for clean and sober people moving from 
homelessness into housing. Caseworkers are assigned to each client and a plan is 
developed to help the person move forward. Partners with a variety of property 
managers, local law enforcement and other support groups to find housing and 
other needed services. Wide range of provided services including dental, medical, 
classes on a variety of topics, life skills training, clothing closet open to all members 
pf the community.  
 

DAY SERVICES - open until 4 providing many of the above listed services 

4 P.M. - 65-70 people per night take showers between 4 and 6 and then take the 
Gathering Inn bus to a local church where they receive dinner, stay overnight, other 
services, often breakfast in the morning etc. People must be able to sleep on the 
floor with mats and sleeping bags. Gathering Inn provides two monitors who 
stay overnight with the clients. Families always receive preference for shelter. 
AUBURN - static shelter for 100 people, adults only. People can stay for an extended 
time. It can take people in wheelchairs etc. They now have a working industry 
kitchen as need 120 hot meals per day. This is a rule of the county so before the 
kitchen being made available meals had to be ordered out or prepared and delivered 
by church groups. St. Clare’s has one big team working two times a month for the 
dinners, and will continue to do this service.  
The two locations have used about 270 people in 2019. Clients getting into housing 
are followed and helped for at least a year. 
Have a new van and will soon have a new and bigger bus. 
Funding is from donations and grants. 
Currently working on filling a couple of dozen apartments found unused. Five will be 
kept for use on an emergency basis, but the rest will be permanent housing (NOT 
transitional) and hope to have them occupied by Christmas. They are furnished and 
ready to use.  
 



Gathering Inn provides Christmas gifts for all off the children. St. Clare’s will provide 
all of the needed toys this year. They also try to provide special birthday 
celebrations for the children. 
OUTREACH PROGRAM - go out into the community and the homeless camps and try 
to put people in touch with needed resources. At times, they can even provide 
transport for people to get to help at the Roseville facility. Can think “outside the 
box” to help with special needs i.e. trailer for a vet not able to stay in a closed 
apartment type setting. It was placed on land in Colfax and man is now working and 
doing much better. 
READY TO RENT” program helps people take care of bills, evictions and past rental 
problems so that they can once again get into permanent housing and be successful. 
HOMELESS IN CARS AT SIERRA COLLEGE - Nathan is working to find out how to help 
a group of students at the college who appear to be homeless and sleeping in their 
cars. Carole also will follow up on this with contacts at Sierra College. 
PHONE NUMBERS - for people seeking help … (833) 375- 2237.   After January of 
2020 just will need to call 211 for all various services. 
 

OLD BUSINESS - 

A. Volunteer opportunities 

     1. STVDP - van drivers still needed to pick up foods and deliver to pantry. 
     2. NHCFM - under reports 

     3. Gathering Inn Auburn dinners - Andrea, Dan, Cynthia - more under reports 

B. Interfaith Crop Walk - no one reported attending 

C. ICF Bake Sale - did well and had help and donations from our members. Made 
a little less than last year. 
 

NEW BUSINESS - 

A. Distributions - a great many carloads of various clothing and supplies delivered to 
many local charities, furniture to AMI, underwear to Gathering Inn etc.  
B. Salvation Army Luncheon -Interesting luncheon. Found out that the group is faith 
based and considers themselves a church. They provide food from a 
food closet, meals, some rental assistance. In December they put bikes together to 
be given away. Their income source is mainly from the bell ringers at this time of 
year. Interested in working together with us on some projects. 
C. 200 Kids coats - a person closing a store donated 200 new children’s coats to our 
group. These will be used at the Thanksgiving distribution as well as for other 
charities. 
Cc. Exodus Project - Larry Bertrand - A mentoring program to mentor men and 
women making a re-entry from jail. Local in Sacramento jail and one near Elk 



Grove. Currently 20 or so trained mentors. Mentors provide phone numbers, 
possible coffee shop meetings with clients to lend support as people leave jail. 
Program is voluntary for the people in jail and available for both men 
and women. Mentors work with a person of the same sex. Currently is funded 
through the diocese and mentors attend 4 training sessions. Interested people 
can contact Larry Bertrand, call (916) 669-0611 or check website at exodus@svdp-
Sacramento.org. 
 
D. Sign Up Genius 

     1. Sort clothes - November 22nd. 20 more people are needed for this. Bill 
and John Hagener have already spent many hours sorting.  They will be given out at 
our Thanksgiving Distribution in the Morris Center on the 23rd of this month. 
     2. Backpacks - December 7 and 8. Sit in narthex to pass put backpacks and lists. 3 
more needed. 
     3. Sit in back of church and watch ornaments - Jack and Carol write out all off the 
tags for the giving trees. Have 154 families at this point. 6 families have been 
adopted. 
E. Snacks for Thanksgiving and Christmas distributions: Filipino group will do 
Thanksgiving with George providing the food and the ICF will do Christmas. 
F. Number of families registered: 154 

G. Distribution on the 23rd.  
     1. Turkey pickup - one more person needed to help (probably 8:30-11:30?). Nov. 
22nd. Contact Bill if you can help. A young man has volunteered to put together the 
170 bags of food. 
 

REPORTS: 
A. Gathering Inn - Andrea Spoke about the team doing the Auburn meals twice a 
month - 1st Thursday and 3rd.Friday. A group went along this month to see how it all 
works. St. Clare's being well received and the food enjoyed. Others are welcome to 
come along to see how it all works. May be setting up an additional team to work 
on additional days if enough people are interested in this ministry. Meals 
are provided for 120 people each time. Dinner served at six and, if using the facilities 
up there to cook in the new kitchen, would probably need to plan to 
spend four hours or so there cooking. Residents are now able to cook some of the 
foods using the new kitchen. Someone has volunteered to provide a meal on 
Thanksgiving for the residents plus another 100+ homeless living in the area.  
 

B. STVDP - George :) Turkeys on same day as St. Clare’s! Desiree has two bags of 
coats for the group. 
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C. NHCFM - John - 30% growth of clients in past year. Many having to move from 
increasing housing prices in Sacramento etc. Serve about 731 families. Even though 
clients are to be from one off three zip codes, some exceptions are being made as 
many people are in transition. Very limited space in the current facility. Twenty 
schools are involved in the annual food drive. Old air force facilities in the area being 
used for 5 Charter schools for Russian students. 
 

D. WWJD - Bill - Now out of Abundant Life Church and using a vacant lot, which isn’t 
working well.  
Trying to get another church facility. 
 

E. Sierra College Foster Youth/ Jail project - Carole 

Sierra College - received list of needed pantry items from Britney. Tuna, pasta cups, 
granola bars, peanut butter and jelly, grab and go snack items etc. A load was 
delivered in both October and November. Hygiene items for women in high need 
(sanitary napkins especially)… these are expensive! 

Jail - several bags of winter jackets, sweaters etc. mostly for men were delivered. A 
request for long-sleeved shirts and some men’s pants in certain sizes were requested 
and many items were delivered in early November. 
Other: Told about the Dress2Soar program started by Justin Studebaker where 
teams helped foster teens from five foster homes receive clothing at the Nordstrom 
Rack. They also are to receive some additional items they chose, but didn’t have 
funds for, as Christmas gifts. Wrapping of these gifts will be on November 15th. 
5p.m.-7p.m. at Kelli's Cookies in Roseville. More information can be found on 
Facebook under Justin’s name our google “Dress2Soar”. There are various 
volunteering opportunities throughout the year. One member brought up that she 
didn’t like the possible message projected about needing to buy certain clothes at 
certain places to be acceptable etc. This was not the message given at the events 
Carole attended. This program is done at Nordstrom’s Rack due to Justin being 
the founder and providing lots of life skills, job training skills etc. and is helped out 
with discounts etc. from the store.  
 

OTHER: 
A. Pro-life Talk at 6 p.m. on 11/16 in Morris Center—Becky Hagan will be the 
speaker. 
B. “Get On the Bus” program - provides family visits to people in prison. Training for 
the visit to Folsom Prison will be on January 25th at St. John the Evangelist Church. 
Last year our volunteers helped with the lunch and play at St. Peter and Paul’s 
church as the bus was going to Susanville. 



Training wasn’t needed to just help put providing lunch and conversation. 
C. Mercy Peddlers: 2 parishioners are currently peddling and St. Clare’s has recently 
provided 25 sleeping bags to the program. 
D, Laundry Love - 2nd. Saturday of each month for 3 hours. Very well used by about 
34 families each month. All soap, money for machines etc., as well as snacks for the 
people, are provided by the program. Costs about $750 per month to run. 
E. Larry’s new mentoring program - will soon be in a bulletin. This is a mentoring 
program to help with First Responders, many of whom suffer with PSTD due to the 
ongoing stressful nature off their work. People needing support will be able to call 
Larry and all have an 800 number to use around the clock. 
More information forthcoming. 
 

Closing Prayer by Larry 

 


