
Commentary on the Readings for March 31, 2019 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

The theme of the Readings for the Fourth Sunday in Lent is like the two sides of a coin. On one 

side we have sin and alienation and on the other side we have forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Sometimes we are on one side and at other times we are on the other. This is part of our human 

nature. Our relationship with God is much the same, and, yet we don't always see it that way. 

The readings are intended to get us to think about which side of the coin we are on. 

The First Reading is from the Book of Joshua (5:9a-12). Joshua was Moses' successor 

responsible for bringing the Israelites into the Promised Land after their forty years of wandering 

in the desert because of their sins. The past is now forgotten. Here they celebrate the annual 

Passover and eat of the produce of the land rather than the manna that had sustained them all 

those years. The entry into this new land signals a new beginning in the Israelites' relationship 

with God. It is as if God is welcoming them home. 

The Responsorial Psalm is (34:2-7). This is a prayer that Joshua might have sung at that first 

Passover upon entering the Promised Land. He recognized that in the manna they had eaten for 

so long God was there in the form of love and fatherly concern for His people. The same is true 

when we eat and drink of the Body and Blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ; when we receive Him 

with our whole heart and mind in thanksgiving for His many graces and blessings. 

The Second Reading is taken from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians (5:17-21). This 

passage is somewhat like an updated version of Joshua's story. We were like the Israelites before 

their wandering in the desert was completed and before our baptism. Then, God welcomed us 

into His family through Jesus Christ, who took the punishment that we could never have endured. 

We have a great opportunity to be reconciled with God through Christ, but are we taking 

advantage of that opportunity? When we reconcile with God, we can and should become 

ambassadors of Christ by letting others know what graces and blessings we have received. 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. Luke (15:1-3, 11-32). Here we have the familiar 

story that we call "The Prodigal Son," which should more appropriately be called "The 

Forgiving Father." We all know what the younger son did, but have you looked at the older son 

and what his problem was? He said, "All these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 

orders, yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast with my friends." We see by this 

statement that although he didn't run off and squander his inheritance and he served his father 

faithfully, he also resented every minute of it. His work was not done out of love for the father. 

Something done for the wrong reason is still wrong and can lead to other failings! 

So, which of the two sons are you: the one who thought he was so righteous or the other who 

finally realized his sinfulness and returned to the Father asking for mercy? Lent is a perfect time 

to take hold of the Hand of God and be reconciled to Him. All we have to do is meditate on the 

sufferings of Christ who endured those sufferings on our behalf, and then ask for His forgiveness 

— through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, if necessary. So, after all of this, the question 

remains, "Which side of the coin are you going to be on Easter Morning?" Something to think 

about during your prayer time this week.        MFB 

 


