
Commentary on the Readings for February 10, 2019 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
In many passages of scripture, we hear that the message of God through Jesus Christ is endless, and 

so is the need for messengers to carry that message to "all nations." (Matt: 28:19) That is what 

the Readings for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time are all about: We are all called to participate 

in getting God's message out to the world. Ours might not be so dramatic a calling as was Isaiah's 

or Peter's or the others. Nevertheless, by this calling, or vocation, we are all given a role in God's 

Plan of Salvation. 
 

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (6:1-8). This passage, which came 

early in Isaiah's life, recounts his being called into the service of God as a prophet. Although it 

is a very dramatic scene similar to the calling of the visionary, John, in the Book of Revelation, 

it is not the dramatics of the scene that are important but rather, the response of the one being 

called. Here, Isaiah answers that calling with his own, "Here I am, send me." 
 

The Responsorial Psalm is (138:1-8). In this brief Psalm we hear the Psalmist give praise to 

God for the many blessings received. Obviously, this Psalmist was a true messenger for God 

because, like the prophets, the psalmist also speaks for God. Here he gives praise because "All 

the kings of the earth shall give thanks to you when they hear the words of your mouth." 
 

The Second Reading is taken from St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians (15:3-8, 11). (USCCB 

says 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 11) St. Paul's conversion and calling to be 

God's messenger to the Gentiles was also very dramatic (See ACTS 9:1-9). Here, he recounts how 

he has carried out his responsibilities and the importance of his message for the salvation of all 

disciples of Jesus Christ. He then goes on to say that he does not do this on his own, but rather, 

because he was called by Christ to fulfill this special role. Like the apostles in the Gospel reading 

for today, Paul, once converted, dropped everything and gave his life to the preaching of Christ 

crucified. 
 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. Luke (5:1- 11). In this passage we have another 

dramatic calling of the apostles into the service of God; and again, these three (Peter, James and 

John), the leaders when called, drop everything and follow Christ. Peter, realizing he was in the 

presence of divine holiness, utters that strange statement: "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a 

sinful man." Obviously, Peter recognizing his own sinfulness reverts to the old Jewish concept 

of separation of the sinner from the Holy One. When we are called to serve God, He is always 

there ready and willing to help us fulfill whatever He asks of us. It is in the fulfilling of our call 

to service that makes us holy. 
 

It is sad that so many people are lonely or bored without a purpose in life while at the same time, 

there are so many "needs" by others. Our Catholic faith is built on the idea of community and 

helping one another. Our call to serve God runs the full spectrum of human needs, both earthly 

and spiritual, and so we are challenged to answer the question: "Whom shall I send?" Hopefully 

we will respond as Isaiah did by saying: "Here I am; send me!" Something to think about 

during your Prayer Time this week!        MFB 


