
Commentary on the Readings for February 24, 2019 

The 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The theme of this week’s readings centers around the command to “Love thy Neighbor.” Now 

wait! Before you toss this aside saying to yourself or someone else, “I’ve heard that before,” give 

it one more chance. Most people are all hung up on loving someone that they really just can’t 

love. What comes to mind is being nicey-nice to the guy down the street that turns his back when 

anyone walks by, or the grouchy cashier at the market. But that is not what biblical love is. When 

we talk about biblical love of neighbor, we are not talking about affection or any of the intimacies 

that are intended for family members and dear friends. Biblical love is showing the respect that 

all people deserve. Add to that understanding and compassion, help when needed and, most of 

all, forgiveness. All of these should be without discrimination of any kind. Now, no one said this 

was easy. But keep in mind, by loving your neighbor, you are loving God. The opposite is also 

true. Let us see how this reflected in our readings today. 

 

The First Reading is from the 1st Book of Samuel (26:2-23). This is an interesting story of 

biblical history, when King Saul and David were feuding: Saul, because he feared David’s 

popularity, and David who was trying to fulfill his mission. Saul tried to kill David several times, 

but always failed. Here David has an opportunity to kill King Saul but, because he saw God’s 

hand in all of this, he refused the opportunity and only tormented Saul a little by letting him know 

that he had the opportunity, but didn’t follow through. David’s love of God was greater than his 

desire to avenge himself, and that love extended to his enemy, Saul. Loving your enemies can 

often have interesting and unusual consequences. This is one great example. 

 

The Responsorial Psalm is Psalm One (1:1-2, 3, 4, 6). This is a psalm that clearly illustrates the 

theme for today: Love thy neighbor. When you read or listen to it, you will see how God forgives 

all of those who have offended Him, and that is most of us. Yet, that doesn’t stop Him. What more 

needs be said? That’s divine love. And ours can mirror that if we try. 

 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (15:45-49). This letter 

seems to be on an entirely different subject, but it isn’t. It is meant for those who are planning on 

going to heaven. Wow! That would be all of us, wouldn’t it? No not really. God would like us all 

to come back to Him in heaven, but He gives us free will to make our own decisions. Here He is 

contrasting those who chosen to go their own way with living as God would want versus those 

who have amended their ways and love as God would like, and that includes love of neighbor. 

Get the connection? 

 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (6:27-38). This passage is a summary of all of 

the above, but it goes even further to include your enemies and those who hate you. Remember, 

we are all God’s children and He loves all of us; not our sins or omissions, but the person He 

wants us to be. Here the gospel is comparing those who tried to measure up to what God wants 

us to be with those who don’t, and it ends with a frightening statement (slightly paraphrased here): 

The way in which you measure (or treat) others, you will be measured in the same. Need we 

say more?             MFB 


