
Commentary on the Readings for March 3, 2019 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Have you ever noticed someone in a group who seems to be taking it all in but saying little, until a 

subject or point within the conversation comes up that ignites him or her? And then an interesting or 

important view comes out that is helpful to the group in some way? Well, the readings for today are 

very short, but are truly powerful if we step back and think about them. And this is what we are 

being asked to do here: step back, be silent for a time, and then take an inventory of our positive 

contributions to the group, the community and/or the Church. In essence, the readings are saying to 

us, “By the fruit of your efforts (good words or works), you shall be known and judged,” – not only 

by our peers, but by God Himself. Let us continue and see how this applies to our readings. 

 

In the First Reading, which comes from the Book of Sirach (24:4-7), we are encouraged to give 

thanks for God for various things, but it really wants us to critique ourselves to see if we are 

measuring up to the virtues (and bearing good fruit) that are being suggested here. It is easy for us to 

read these passages quickly and understand what the words are saying, but do we step back to see if 

we are applying the meaning of them in our own action? 

 

The Responsorial Psalm, (92:2-16), also tells us “It is good to give thanks to the Lord.” But it is 

referring to the “just man or woman” who is “planted in the house of the Lord” – meaning that this 

person is living according to the teachings of God and the Church, and not just doing his or her own 

thing. There is a big difference here and we need to understand that there is more to our faith than 

just going to church on Sundays and “being a good person.” God wants a relationship with each one 

of us that is personal and fits with the gifts and talents He has given us. This is where that “spiritual 

inventory” comes in. 

 

The Second Reading is a passage from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (15:54-58). It 

begins with a confusing statement about being clothed with corruptible clothing, etc. But elsewhere 

he tells us to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ,” and that we need not worry about the “sting of death.” 

It is the final realization that there is only two places to go to when we die: Heaven or Hell. And for 

those who have a good relationship with Christ, they need not worry. However, for those who are 

indifferent or don’t care about being with God forever, then they will suffer the “sting of death,” 

which is Hell. Need I say more? 

 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (6:39-45). This passage sums up what we are 

saying above. Every day, we read or hear about our young people (and sometimes older ones as 

well) who are so “wrapped up” in imitating certain sports stars or entertainment people that they 

will follow them in almost every way possible - even to extremes. Or they will follow their own 

instincts without questioning the wisdom of it all. This is what this gospel passage is about, “the 

blind leading the blind.” Our faith demands that we pray for guidance about our actions, needs, 

wants and goals, and not act entirely alone. This passage then closes with a great summary of all of 

the above, the fruit of our labors, and gives us plenty to think about in our prayer time this week.   
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