
Commentary on the Readings for April 14, 2019 
Palm Sunday 

 
How could the theme for the Palm Sunday readings be anything other than the Passion of Our Lord 

Jesus? There are several themes, but all of them might be summed up in the one word—LOVE. “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that we might have life." (John 3:16) We must 

remember that Jesus didn't come into this world just to be crucified, rather He came to show us how much 

He and the Father love us—even enough for Jesus to die for us.  

 

In the Processional Reading, from the Gospel of Luke (19:28 - 40), we hear the story of Jesus sending 

two disciples off to prepare for their final meal together, the Passover. Then we learn of His triumphal 

procession into Jerusalem where, a few days later, some of these same people will yell "Crucify Him!" In 

this story, we can tell that Jesus knew what was just ahead of Him, that with each step He comes closer to 

death. Still, He is willing to endure it out of obedience to His Father and the love of all mankind.  

 

In the First Reading, from the Book of the prophet Isaiah (50:4 - 7), we learn that the prophet, like 

Jesus, was persecuted because the people didn't understand nor appreciate what he said. Here he is 

lamenting how he forged ahead even under severe persecution. You might consider Isaiah as being an 

early version of Jesus, who was also thought by His own people to be a prophet. As we know, the Jews 

killed all of the prophets because they were not accepted or believed.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm is (22:8 - 24). This psalm begins with the words, "My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?" — the same words that Jesus cries out from the cross, first because He is human and in 

anguish, but also because these words were written about Him more than 200 years before as prophesy of 

God's suffering servant, a role that Jesus is now fulfilling. The second half of this Psalm is a victory song 

in anticipation of the victory of the Resurrection. You are encouraged to read the entire psalm and 

mediate on its meaning during Good Friday.  

 

The Second Reading, from St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians (2:6 - 11), is a poetic summary of the role 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, fulfilled in coming to earth, living and dying out of love for His Father and 

for all mankind. It then reflects the honor bestowed on Him by the Father for completing the mission for 

which He was sent. That “honor” was the name or title of LORD, making Jesus equal to the Father.  

 

The Gospel Reading for Palm Sunday is usually read by three people from the Gospel of Luke (22:14-

23: 56). In it we hear the familiar story of the Last Supper, the betrayal by Judas, the arrest and suffering 

of Jesus, and finally, the crucifixion. Not until Easter Sunday do we hear the third part of this great event. 

So listen carefully! Put yourself in the crowd scene. Are you one of those yelling, "Crucify Him!" Or are 

you one who is quietly standing by silently saying, "Oh God, be merciful to me, a sinner?”  

 

Thus begins the most solemn week of our liturgical year. Lent will be over soon and the great day of 

Easter will be here. If you haven't made some effort to take advantage of this week to review your faith 

and your relationship with your God in Jesus Christ, it is not too late. Spend some time each day of this 

week meditating on the sufferings and death of Christ, which He endured for YOU! Then, ask yourself 

which side of the crowd will you be on? Only the silent ones will truly experience the Joy of the 

Resurrection that is EASTER. Something to think about during your prayer time this week!  MFB 

 


