
Commentary on the Readings for Sunday, June 30, 2019 

The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Church now begins a long period that we call “Ordinary Time,” meaning a time within the 

Church year or calendar where there are no important periods of celebration, such as Lent or Easter, 

which we have just concluded. Therefore, the readings return to other events within holy scripture 

that are meant for our spiritual growth, as in today’s readings which focus on the transfer of power 

or allegiance. But with power comes responsibility; and with that comes actions, etc. Let us see 

how this is illustrated in the readings for today. 

In the First Reading, from the First Book of Kings (19:16b-21), Elijah, one of the non-literary 

prophets of the early Jewish monarchy, is told by God to transfer his authority to Elisha. Elisha 

immediately seems to agree but needs to attend to some responsibilities first. This seems to annoy 

Elijah. But the transfer takes place by the throwing of the cloak over the shoulders of Elisha, who 

then follows Elijah. 

The Responsorial Psalm is (16:1-11). This is a song that can be sung by anyone who has put his 

trust in the Lord and is willing to take up whatever task the Lord has given him, knowing that the 

Lord is there with him “at his right hand.” Has the Lord ever asked you to take on a project or 

mission that you didn’t expect? Or perhaps it was just a simple task like speaking up when someone 

opens the conversation to a subject where you could contribute from your faith. How did you 

respond?  

The Second Reading is taken from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (5:1, 13-18). In this passage, 

Paul is talking about “freedom,” but in a context that applies to being bound to religious or cultural 

rules or customs that bind us against our will. He then goes on to explain that faith in God will free 

us from religious bondage, through love and its application to everyday life because “Love of 

neighbor fulfills the Law.” The responsibility is still there, but in a much lighter context. 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (9:51-62). This Gospel passage is a two-part 

message having to do with Love of Neighbor and fulfillment of responsibilities. In the first part, 

Jesus and his disciples are not welcomed in a Samaritan village because they are Jews on their way 

to Jerusalem. Jesus ignores them as He will ignore us if we do not follow through and love our 

neighbor. In the second part, several disciples claim to be His followers, but first they have to 

fulfill other obligations – some legitimate, other questionable. The point here is that “following 

Jesus” is not a question or action of “getting up and walking in His footsteps.” Rather, it is a change 

of heart and focus of those actions that relate to our commitment to follow Jesus whenever or 

wherever He leads us. This cannot start at some far-off date or time; it needs to start NOW! 

A commitment is not a commitment if it does not include a change of heart. In some cases that 

change may have already been made before the commitment is verbalized. And that is fine, but a 

change must be part of the process and followed through by our speech and actions. Something to 

think about in your prayer time this week!          MFB 

 


