
Commentary on the Readings for May 26, 2019  
Sixth Sunday of Easter  

The Entrance Antiphon, which we seldom hear at Sunday Mass, is really the theme for this 

Sunday's Readings. It is taken loosely from Isaiah 48:20 and says: "Speak out with a voice of 

Joy; let it be heard to the ends of the earth. The Lord has set His people free. Alleluia!" The 

Readings for today reflect this bold statement clearly.  

The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (15:1-2, 22-29). This passage (which is often 

called the “First Ecumenical Council of the Christian Church”) refers to the first known meeting 

of all the leaders of the Church at that time. They came together to discuss and resolve the 

question: "Do new Gentile converts to the faith need to abide by the Jewish rituals of 

initiation?" Such a requirement would have caused unnecessary hardships that would have no 

meaning to non-Jewish converts. After much discussion and prayer to the Holy Spirit for 

guidance, it was decided that Gentile converts did not have to endure certain Jewish customs. This 

was a great gift of freedom for these new and enthusiastic people who embraced the faith with 

such vigor. It gave the whole Church reason to rejoice.  

The Responsorial Psalm is (67:2-8). The Gentile converts probably sang this song after learning 

of the need to be baptized only in order to join the new Christian faith. This Psalm praises God 

for “freeing" the nations (Gentiles) not only from the Jewish initiation requirements, but more 

importantly from the stranglehold of sin and its consequences.  

The Second Reading is taken from the Book of Revelation (21:10-23). With this passage we 

continue the thought from last week, that is, of the New Jerusalem, the City of God, or Heaven. 

There we will be free of all “needs” because the presence of God will be sufficient and will fulfill 

all our needs. This includes the earthly need for temple or sun, moon, or any other created light. 

God in our midst, along with Jesus the Lamb that was slain, will be enough for all. What a great 

“freedom” this really will be for all who are faithful.  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. John (14:23-29). Here we have two great 

announcements from Jesus that seem to be opposed to our general theme. These are the eminent 

departure of Jesus from this world and the coming of the Holy Spirit. This latter concept was 

something that the apostles knew little about; and new things can often be disturbing. However, 

Jesus assures them that His love for them and their love for each other will be the binding force 

needed to survive all struggles.  

This brief passage from John's Gospel has so much theology in it that we must not let it pass too 

quickly. The command to Love, the sending of the Holy Spirit and finally, the Peace of Christ 

which is contained in Jesus' last instruction to His apostles and to everyone down through the ages 

"...keep my word (or teachings) for the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who 

sent me." Here, Jesus gives all of us a command to love one another as a reflection of His love 

for His Father and for all creation. It should be taken seriously and so we are challenged to examine 

our lifestyle and to renew our pledge to be a loving people. Something to think about during your 

Prayer Time this week! MFB 

 

 


