
Commentary on the Readings for July 28, 2019 
The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  

The theme of the Readings for today is Prayer and Praying. Now, before you say "I know how to 
pray," let me point out that "knowing how" is just the first step – actually praying is another. Let 
us look at this unique activity a little closer. If Jesus, who was God as well as a human being, 
prayed often, there must be something to it. So we need to stop for a moment and think: Why do 
we need to pray and for what should we pray? Let me repeat: Why do we need to pray? You see, 
God doesn't need our prayers; it is WE who need our prayers. Praying is how we communicate 
with God; and in doing so, it is how He communicates with us. Let us see how this is illustrated 
in the readings for today. 

The First Reading is from the Book of Genesis (18:20-32). Abraham, the Father of the Jewish 
people and Muslims alike, had a great relationship with God. It gave Abraham the nerve to 
debate with God over the very existence of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham was not 
asking for personal favors but for the life of the people of these two cities where his nephew, Lot, 
and his family lived. In the long run, it was only this family that survive. But God heard and 
responded to Abraham's plea. The key ingredients in this story are Abraham's faith and 
persistence. 

The Responsorial Psalm is (138: 1-3, 6-8). This is a prayer that Abraham might have said after 
the above episode, but it also applies to anyone who has a great relationship with God and can 
express his wants and needs in prayer, knowing that he will be heard. God always “hears” our 
prayers, but he answers according to our faith and need, as well as our role in the Father's Plan of 
Salvation. 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians (2:12-14). This passage centers 
on a Christian's walk with Christ, first in Baptism and then as one who recognizes that he or she 
has been "brought to life" through the death and resurrection of Christ. This alone should give us 
ample reason for prayers of thanksgiving and "deliverance from evil." Paul tells us to "pray 
constantly, using prayers and petitions of every sort." (See Ephesians 6:18-20) 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St Luke (11:1-13). Here we have the apostles asking 
Jesus to teach them how to pray. Personal or devotional prayer was not common in the ancient 
Jewish faith, so when the apostles saw Jesus praying often and looking so refreshed afterward, 
they wanted to experience the same refreshment. Jesus gives the apostles Luke's version of the 
Our Father, a shorter and simpler form than in Matthew's gospel. Either one is the perfect prayer 
that recognizes God the Father as the supreme creator of heaven and earth and all that is. Jesus 
then assures the apostles that God, as Father, hears all prayers and cannot refuse anyone when 
prayers come to Him in faith and sincerity and are in accordance with the divine Plan. 

Unfortunately, many people pray what I call the "Gimme" prayers; that is, "give me this" or 
"give me that," but without the faith or sincerity necessary. True praying should be about many 
subjects that permit God to know you and you to know Him. If the only time you talk to God is 
when you want or need something, He might answer you with the same answer He gave the 
foolish virgins (in Matthew 25:12): "I tell you, I don't know you." The moral of this story is: 
Your relationship with God should come first and then the answers to prayers will follow. So, 
what is your Prayer Life like? Perhaps it could use a workout! Something to think about during 
your prayer time this week!           MFB 

 


