
St. Social Concerns Ministry 

Meeting Minutes for January 2020 
 

Pizza for all before the meeting. 

Opening prayer - Clare Peltier 
  

Old Business (I combined later “reports” here to consolidate) 
 

A. Volunteer opportunities 

     1. STVDP - George -pretty good shape on drivers right now, more food available 

than in the past, sheets to possibly wrap sandwiches in are available in large numbers 

and, if they work, many can be provided to Bill. 
 

     2. NHCFM- John - has grown a lot in past year. Up 30-40% Serving 730, of which 

130 are homeless. Has been a shift out of Sacramento in big part because of housing 

issues. Many immigrant families. The Food Bank would like NHCFM to be open 

more hours and days, but due to staffing and security issues, this isn’t possible. 
 

     3. Gathering Inn - Auburn - Andrea and Dan Schitea - “status quo” although would 

like to add a second team so that each team would only need to do one meal per 

month. 120 people are served each time. January 17th is the next date to serve.  

 

          IDEA: talk with other of our church groups to help become part of 

this ministry. An issue seems to be that preparing transportable food for 120 seems a 

big task. The kitchen in Auburn could also be used for food prep. 
 

     4. Turning Point - a service for mentally challenged children and adults. They 

helped at the Christmas distribution and asked Bill about the leftovers. Most had 

already been promised to others, but the group was given 125 toys and plans to stay in 

touch with Social Concerns. 
  

B. Christmas Distribution - 155 families were signed up and 152 showed up. Many 

groups helped. Some listed here: Knights, STVDP, Faith Formation, Spanish ministry 

(provided a marvelous Santa), ICF, Filipino group, Mom’s Ministry, etc.) 

     . 18 gift cards and 44 gifts weren’t returned. This was VERY expensive to fix! 

     . Leftover items were distributed to many other groups helping the needy. 

     . 212 (out of 220) backpacks were returned. 

     . Question asked about how much leniency is allowed and really depends on what 

items are being requested and amount of supplies available, etc. Sort of subjective. 

     . Vests and aprons were a good idea. 

     . toys under the trees caused some congestion at times. 



 CHANGE IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE:  

1. The card will include the number and ages of children in the family and there 

will be boxes to check off for each station the family visits. 

2. Rosary station is a great idea, but needs to be put in an earlier place in the    

line and NOT by the door to go out.  
  

A “thank you” to the parishioners for all of their help and generosity to be given at the 

Masses on the 11th and 12th of January. 
  

C. Distributions for last month: MANY groups, including Mercy Peddlers, 

Gathering Inn, river camps, Wellspring, and Rancho Cordova received food, furniture, 

food, backpacks, coats and other clothing etc. 100 toys from the CHP were given to 

Wellspring. 125 items from Toys for Tots were given to Turning Point. Social 

Concerns also received lots of coats and socks from Salvation Army. 
  

New Business 

  

A. Possible well for Africa- Bill has applied for a $5,000 grant through a religious 

order of nuns he is in touch with and is exploring possibilities of using the money if 

received to buy a well/s for places in Africa in need of clean water. Contact Bill if you 

have ideas on groups working on this etc.  
  

B. Salvation Army- John and Bill - LOTS of items were received from Salvation 

Army. They want to continue working with our group. 
 

C. St. Joseph Morello. Somehow, their church got word that we had lost lots of items 

from our Treasure Chest and were going to help replace items for us. We had lost 

some items, but not a lot and didn’t need replacement help so they were put in touch 

with St. Philomene’s, which is in need of help, and so the two churches are now 

partnering up.  
 

D. School districts - John  

     . Robla School District is small and has a social worker to help with homeless 

families and have a very organized method of giving help to approximately 80 

families. They also work with United Way and are able to set up organized visits by 

families in groups of only 10 families at a time to receive/pick out needed coats, 

shoes, socks, clothes, toys, etc. In between groups of ten the distribution spot is 

restocked for the next set of families. John sees a real key is that there are staff 

members assigned to follow up with each family.  

. Twin River School District - very large district with a huge population makes it 

harder to serve. A distribution of coats will be made to them. 

     . Thomas Jefferson School - got a distribution of 100 very good quality coats. 



  

     NEED: research local schools to see what is done at the end of the year with left 

over coats not claimed by the students. John will work more with this, along with 

checking with Salvation Army, which gives out new clothing, to try and facilitate 

better use of unclaimed items. Woodcreek High School needs to be researched 

for. What they do with unclaimed clothing items. 
  

E. Gathering Inn - Torey Radford - ICF will be doing it next month. 
  

F. Mercy Peddlers - talked about the huge December 23rd two-hour distribution by 

City Hall in Sacramento by the group. 125 people were served with many items: 

breakfast burritos, backpacks, cards, cookies, candies, gloves, hats, flashlights, etc. 

Clients were also provided with bags to discard old, used and/or dirty items for 

disposal. The youth group had provided 20 canvas bags, which also were distributed. 

Some psych and nursing services are also provided at the area from two local 

hospitals. Several of the clients help with monitoring and keeping order. The date for 

next Christmas will be on Thursday and actual Christmas Eve. 
  

G. Walk for Life - Harrold Gaubert - So far 4 buses have been sold out and more are 

being added for the walk in San Francisco.  
  

H. Priest with a podcast - Bill will get out more information on this, but he and Martin 

will be interviewed on February 4th by this priest on his podcast.  
  

I. “Get on the Bus” - training for the Folsom Prison visit will be on 1/25/2020. It is 

10:00am until 2:00pm with lunch provided. RSVP needs to be in by the 18th and 

contact Bill for RSVP email etc.  

          NOTE: same day as “Walk for Life” and our group will still be helping 

with “Get on the Bus” when they do the lunch stop at St. Peter and Paul Parish. 
  

Reports: 

A. Gathering Inn - see above 

B. NHCFM - see above 

C. NHCFM - see above 

D. WWJD - Bill - usually done on Thursdays by Bill and two others and serves 5-20 

people. Someone has been donating gloves and hats. A woman spoke with Bill about 

a program she is working with called “Hearts” in the San Juan area where they are 

seeing many homeless camps and are trying to set up a program similar to that of 

Gathering Inn. Currently looking for churches without schools attached which might 

be willing to help.  
  

 



E. Sierra College and the all - Carole. 

     . No recent jail deliveries as still needing casual men’s jackets in all sizes. 
 

     . A load of supplies was delivered to Sierra College the day before our 

meeting. These were food items. Contact at the college reported that the Guardian 

Scholar program usually serves around 130 students. Britney is unclear on any or how 

many of their students are involved with the living in the parking lot issue which had 

been brought up last month. She is on a committee at the school which is working on 

transitional housing so hope to have more information soon.  
 

     . Carole asked for lots of prayers for some answers to get systemic changes for our 

homeless crisis as many very well meaning people doing many kind acts, but are 

bandaid “fixes”. Lincoln trying to work with all stakeholders to set up a resource 

center for people to receive and/or be directed to help. Lincoln fairly isolated from 

other resources so a local spot would be helpful. Running into NIMBY - "not in my 

back yard” problems.  
  

Closing Prayer by Bill 

Next meeting will be Thursday, February 13th at 6:30pm 

  

 


